TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP

ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN

MINUTES OF APRIL 11, 2006

TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT, MICHIGAN

Present:  Russell, Spencer, Thompson, Parker, Gaskell, King and Colvin

Absent:  None

Others:  Sullivan, Briggs

Audience:  20

1. Meeting convened at 7:32 PM.

2. Consideration of the Agenda.  It is suggested by Spencer that the communiqué from the attorney be added to the agenda.  Russell agrees and places it between items 12 & 13.

3. Minutes of March 14, 2006.  There is one correction in item #8, which should read “There is a motion by “Spencer”…  Motion to accept the minutes as corrected passes 7-0.

4. Communications.  From Sullivan, 1.  Citizen Planner Program for Antrim and Kalkaska counties in May.  2.  Training sessions in May or June for the new Zoning Enabling Act 110 2006, which becomes effective July 1, 2006.  3.  Form-Based Zoning Workshop in Traverse City.  4.  Regulatory language re: Signage and Lighting workshop in Charlevoix in May.  5.  From Russell, Milton Township minutes have been received.

5. Concerns of the Public.  There were none.

6. Continuation of Barr’s Forest Estates.  According to Russell, attorneys from both sides are still discussing the issue.  In an effort to compromise, Mr. Barr would provide and dig the hole for the tank if the township would supply the tank, fittings, etc.  Mr. Barr would like the tank located at the N.W. corner of Lot 1.  Mr. Parker has two issues 1.  That the Fire Chief should pass judgment on the placement of the tank and 2.  The Township Board should be consulted and approve the funding for this project.  After more discussion there is a motion by Gaskell and seconded by Thompson to grant conditional approval of the site plan with the following conditions to be met by the applicant:

1. That the new location of the tank be approved by the Fire Chief

2. Agreement by the Township Board on funding of the project, who pays for what.

3. Written approval of the final agreement from the township attorney.

4. Final Master Deed approved by the Township Board.

5. Agreement between the Township Board and applicant to acquire and install the fire water tank.  

Motion passes 7-0. 

7. Public Hearing, Eastport Market Outdoor Sales.  Public Hearing is opened for Special Use Permit for outdoor sales.  Mr. Briggs explains that outside sales are a Special Use and requires a permit.  Mr. Abbott explains the project.  Nothing permanent will be built.  No construction will take place.  It will be seasonal merchandise.  Discussion continues regarding the number of signs Mr. Abbott has asked for and the number already on the premises.  From the audience, Mouch asks why the number of signs is significant.  Mr. Norris comments that government requires some of these signs.  Mrs. Schultz speaks that she and her husband have no problem to what is being proposed this evening.  She is asking that efforts be made to control the amount of trash that may be blowing around outside.  The Public Hearing is closed.  There is a motion by Parker and seconded to approve the Special Use Permit.  Motion carries 7-0.

Site Plan Review.  The current number of signs is discussed.  There is a motion by King and seconded to approve the Site Plan as noted, conditional to the removal of the two temporary outside canvas signs.  Motion carries 7-0.  There is a motion by King and seconded that the big Marathon IGA sign is grand fathered in as one sign.  Motion carries 7-0.

8. A-GA-Ming Cabin Project.  Craig Witt presents an update on the proposed Cabins project including a memo dated April 11, 2006, that he distributes to the Commission.  There are questions and discussion of the project, but no action is taken at this time.

9.  Short-Term Rental Survey.  Parker shares the sub committee’s memo dated April 11, 2006.  The draft survey is read and discussed.  There is overall approval of the survey by the Commission.  There is a motion by Colvin and seconded to approve the survey with the following modifications:

1. Remove the “frame”

2. Add homeowners/landowners instead of renters

3. In bold print:  Your Responses….

4. Remove period in question 1.

5. Change “resident” to “homeowner”

6. Add that “Photo copies will not be accepted”

Motion carries with roll call vote 6-1, with Gaskell voting nay.  Mr. Sullivan will look for other companies that may help tally the survey.  The next step is for the sub committee to continue organizing the printing and mailing of the survey.  

10. Zoning Ordinance Pre Application Process.  This item is deferred to a future meeting.

11. Land Use Plan and Maps.  Mr. Sullivan met with Council of Government regarding the Map and they will need a check for $500 to begin the process.  Mr. Russell will request the check from the clerk.

12. Septage Storage Tank Issue.  A memo from Briggs dated April 4, 2006 is discussed.  Mr. Sullivan will investigate the issue further.

13. Letter from Mr. Derman.  It is suggested that the Commission take time to review the letter and postpone this until next month’s meeting.  Letters received from the Public will also be held and read at that time.

14. Concerns of the Commission.  Thompson would like a count on maximum build out numbers at A-Ga-Ming.

15. Motion by Russell to adjourn at 10:45 PM passes 7-0.

These minutes are respectfully submitted and are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

Kathy S. Windiate

Recording Secretary

